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President Ford declared yesterday that Cuban in- 
tervention in Angola had wrecked any chances of im- 
proved U.S. -Cuban, relations. 

He also said that the Soviet Union’s action in sending 
' military aid to a favored faction in- the war-tom African 
nation had damaged detente policies and may have; 


cooled the prospects for ' 
successful arms limitation 
talks. 

“The action by the Cuban 
government in ' sending 
combat forces to Angola 
^destroys any opportunity for 
| improvement in relations with 
I the United States,” Mr. Ford 
ftold a hastily called news 
Iconference yesterday. 
'“They've made a choice 
which, in effect, and I mean it 
very literally, has precluded 
any improvement in relations 
with Cuba.”. 

' The President made his 
statement a day after the 
Senate, by a 54 to 22' vote; 
blocked any further funds for 
Central Intelligence Agency 
aid to U.S.-supported factions 
in Angola. 

Mr. Ford denounced this 
Senate action Friday as a 
“deep tragedy for all nations 
whose security, depends on the 
United States,” and he 
repeated this concern 
yesterday in his informal 
news conference in the White 
House press office. Other 
countries, he said, “can’t help 
but have misgivings” about 
future assistance. 

“ . . . The action of the 
Senate his seriously han- 
dicapped any effort that we 
could make to achieve a 
negotiated' settlement so that 
the people of Angola could 
have a free and independent 
government,” Mr. Ford said. . 

When the President was 
■ asked subsequently whether 
the Soviet role in Angola had 
damaged prospects for U. St- 
Soviet arms limitation talks, 
he replied; 

‘The persistence of the 
Soviet Union in Angola with- 


$100 million or more worth of 
military aid certainly does not 
help the continuation of 
. detente.” . 

In recent months there had - 
been some indications of 
improved U.S. -Cuban 

relations and widespread 
predictions, that the two 
. countries'Sfrg^ld ultimately 
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restore the normal relations 
that were severed, after Fidel 
Castro came to power. 

But the Angola issue had 
dampened these prospects 
even before Mr. Ford spoke 
yesterday. 

Recently, Secretary of State 
Henry A. Kissinger had vetoed 
a proposal for Cuban sports 
teams to visit the United 
States, indicating that it was a 
reaction to the Angolan 
situation. " 

-• The White House estimates 
that there are 4,000 to 6,000 
tluban troops in Angola 
fighting on the side of the ; 
Soviet ; backed Popular 
Movement for the Liberation 
of Angola. 

Mr. Ford readily 
f acknowledged- that the United 
States had been providing . 
f military assistance to other 


^Angolan factions. He called 
ftthe U.S. aid a “legitimate 
: covert operation” and 
.^declined to give details on its 
'cost. 

The President repeated an 
earlier statement that no U.S. 
military troops are being used 
in Angola nor are any con- 
templated. 

He said the Senate action 
Friday “tied the hands” of the 
U.S. government and made it 
difficult to pursue a 
diplomatic solution. 

But he did indicate that the ; 
United States was supportive 
of an African summit meeting 
called for Addis Ababa Jan. .. 
10-12 in an effort to end the 
Angolan war. 

It will ' be the first . 
emergency session held by.the - 
Organization of African Unity 
since its founding 12 years ago- 1 
and there Is skepticism.! both " 


in Africa and the United . i 
States, that it can persuade 
- the three Angolan factions, to ' 
stop fitting. 

Mr. Ford declined to say in - 
say specific fashion what he . 
intends to do next about 
Angola now that the Senate 
has cut off further military 
aid. 


. But he did express a hope 
that the House would reverse . 
the action. The .Senate 

amendment prohibiting aid to 
Angola was added to a $112.3 
billioxi defense appropriations 
bill that will not be acted upon 
until next year, .. 

This will give the White 


House, time to try to enlist 
House support to scrap the 
amendment. But it also means 
there will be no military aid 
for Angola once $5 million that 

is now “in the pipeline” and 
another $3.2 million in a 
. special emergency fund are 
expended. 



